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2025 New Year's Card Contest

Let’s Draw 
New Year Card 



2025 JASC
New Year Card Contest

Submit your best design for
the　5th annual New Year

Card Contest! 



New Year's Card
(Nenga Jo )

In Japan, exchanging New Year cards (nengajo) is a beloved
tradition, much like Christmas cards in the U.S. Each year,
the zodiac animal of the upcoming year inspires vibrant
designs, seen in stores and even digital e-cards.

The Japanese postal service adds a fun twist with nengajo
featuring lottery numbers, giving recipients a chance to win
prizes. This tradition also highlights cultural nuances, like the
Japanese zodiac’s boar (inoshishi) compared to the Chinese
zodiac’s pig.

Celebrate this rich tradition by participating in our New Year
Card Contest and creating your own nengajo inspired by
Japanese culture!

Discover the Tradition of Japanese
New Year Cards



１.  Take a picture of your New Year Card 

２.  Submit your design through online form

Online Submission

JASC New Year Card Contest

Submission Due by: Monday January 6, 2025 

In-Person Submission

１.  Take a Letter size peper (kids) / 4x6 card (Teen & Adult)

２.  Put your art in the entry box at JASC office building 
5700 Nl Lincoln Ave. 

Online Submission Form



Prize

Prizes will be given to top 3 winners of each category

Kids Division

Teen Division

Adult Division

Altitude Trampoline Park Jump Cards

Culver’s Meal Set

Chicago Botanic Garden Tickets
Museum of Science and Industry Tickets



Requirements

Letter Size
for Kids Division

4X6 Card
for Teen & Adult Division



The year, zodiac,
or things related

to New Year’s.

Requirements

New Year's Greeting
Phrase(s)

"MUST include
Japanese writing"

Must be
original &

hand drawn



New Year's
Greeting
words and
Phrases



お
正
月

　

し
ょ
う

が
つ

New Year
（Period）

O sho gatsu



お
め
で
と
う

ご
ざ
い
ま
す

明
け
ま
し
て

あ

A Happy New Year

Akemashite
Omedetou
Gozaimasu



新
年

　

し
ん

ね
ん

Shin nen

New Year



謹
賀
新
年

き
ん

が　　　
       

し
ん

ね
ん

“We humbly celebrate
the New Year.

Kin ga shin nen



新
春

　

し
ん

し
ゅ
ん

Arrival of new spring
Shin shun



元
旦

　

が
ん

た
ん

January first is called 

“Gan tan”
一
月
一
日

い
ち　　　

が
つ

つ
い　

た
ち

＝

Gan tan Ichi gatsu Tsuitachi



  2021 New Year's Card contest



  2022 New Year's Card contest



  2023 New Year's Card contest



  2024 New Year's Card contest


